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CC:
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Secretary General
Department of Justice & Equality

Digitalconsent@ justice.ie

I am directed by the Commissioner to refer to the above and request for views as part of the
consultation process in respect of the appropriate age of digital consent threshold.

An Garda Siochéna is of the view that there is no substantial difficulty with the age of 16
being the age of digital consent, as proposed. However, consideration should be given to the
extent of sexual exploitation of children on the internet and the fact that the offence of sexual
exploitation contrary to section 3(2) of the Child Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998 (as
amended) applies to persons under the age of 18 years. It is recommended that the age of
digital consent should be increased to 18 years of age when the material relates in any way to
sexual activity.

Sent on behalf of
SEAN O’REARDON
INSPECTOR

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE

**********************************************************************

Faisnéis i seo don té sin né don eintiteas sin a bhfuil a sheoladh uirthi, agus d6 sitd amhain,
agus d'fhéadfadh abhar riinda agus/ n6 abhar faoi phribhléid a bheith iniata. Toirmisctear aon



athbhreithnit, atarchur n6 leathadh a dhéanamh ar an bhfaisnéis seo, aon sdid eile a bhaint
aisti n6 aon ghniomh a dhéanamh ar a hiontaoibh, ag daoine né ag eintitis seachas an
faighteoir beartaithe. Mds tri bhotln a fuair t € seo, cuir scéala chuig an seoltoir le do thoil
agus scrios an t-abhar d'aon riomhaire. Is é polasai An Gharda Siochana seoladh abhair
choluil a dhicheadt, agus mas doigh leat gur abhar coluil ata sa teachtaireacht seo ba cheart
duit dul i dteagmbhail leis an seoltoir agus le postmaster@garda.ie laithreach. The information
transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other
use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other
than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the
sender and delete the material from any computer. It is the policy of An Garda Siochana to
disallow the sending of offensive material and should you consider that the material contained
in this message is offensive you should contact both the sender and postmaster@garda.ie
immediately.
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