
Working Group on Protection Process 
 

Theme 2 
 
Proposal re Weekly Allowance  
 

1. The current weekly allowance for adults residing in Direct Provision, which has remained 
unchanged since the year 2000, is €19.10.   
 

2. If the weekly allowance had been changed in line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI), as per 
Appendix A, the current value would be €26.42. 
 

3. As per Appendix B, part of the rational for the initial payment of £15 (€19.10) was that it 
would be consistent with the provision of ‘Comfort Payments’ to people living in long term 
institutional care. 
 

4. However, the Comforts Payment, also known as Hospital Comforts Payment, is paid as a 
basic Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) payment and in 2014 was paid at the rate of 
€35 per week.   
 

5. In addition, as per Appendix C, the weekly allowance was originally 20.83% of SWA as 
opposed to the current 10.27% value.  If the ratio had remained consistent, the current 
value would be €38.74. 

 
In Summary, 
 
The weekly allowance for Direct Provision residents has not been amended for 14 years despite 
changes in a number of comparable State payments.  It would seem appropriate that the weekly 
payment is now brought in line with the relative increases in CPI, Comforts Payments and SWA.  For 
the sake of expediency, a doubling of the weekly allowance should be proposed. The Working Group 
has been informed that the annual cost of the allowance is €3.8 million and thus this proposal would 
cost €7.6 million annually based on current applicant numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix A 
 
 

Year CPI DP Weekly Allowance (Adult) DP Weekly Allowance (Child) 

2000 5.86% €20.22   

2001 4.18% €21.07   

2002 4.96% €22.12   

2003 2.02% €22.57   

2004 2.65% €23.17   

2005 2.36% €23.72   

2006 4.93% €24.89   

2007 4.70% €26.06   

2008 1.15% €26.36   

2009 -5.00% €25.04   

2010 1.29% €25.36   

2011 2.45% €25.98   

2012 1.22% €26.30   

2013 0.20% €26.35   

2014 0.26% €26.42 €13.28 

 
 

Appendix B 
 
 

Year 2000 2014 Based on Percentage in 2000 

Supplementary Welfare 
Allowance* 

£72 €186 €186 

Direct Provision Weekly Allowance 
(Adult) 

£15 €19.10 €38.74 

Direct Provision Weekly Allowance 
(Child) 

£7.50 €9.60 €19.46 

Percentage Adult Weekly 
Allowance/SWA 

20.83% 10.27%   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix C 
 

 


