	Information on Firearms Licensing

Sporting Weapons 

Information

To be eligible to hold a firearms certificate (also called a "gun licence"), you must be aged over 16 years, and in the judgement of the awarding authority (Superintendent of the Garda Síochána), be of good character and sound mind and have a valid reason for holding a firearm. 

Rules

Firearms certificates are only granted for recreational or sporting purposes. You will not be granted a licence for any weapon for the purposes of personal protection, protection of others or the protection of property. 

The following groups are exempt from restrictions on the holding of firearms certificates: 

· Members of the Defence Forces, 

· The Garda Síochána in the course of their duties, 

· Veterinary surgeons, 

· Humane killers in their duties (i.e., butchers or their assistants in factories)

Purchasing Firearms/Sporting Weapons

It is possible to purchase firearms from registered firearms dealers and people holding a current firearm certificate for the firearm to be bought only. 

Reporting stolen firearms/weapons

All incidents involving the theft of weapons and ammunition must be reported to your local Garda Station immediately, either in person or by telephone or fax. Details of stolen or missing weapons are entered on a database accessible to all Garda stations and can be traced. 

Anyone found in possession of an illegal handgun or other illegal firearm may be arrested and detained under Section 30 of the Offences Against the State Act and detained without charge for 7 days. Details of all registered firearms are held on a database accessible to all Garda stations in Ireland and ownership and control of weapons can be monitored and tracked by Gardai in this way. Before you apply for a licence for a firearm, you must obtain a note from either the current licence holder or a registered dealer describing the weapon, on condition that you will be granted a licence. Bring this note to the Garda station with you when you apply for your licence.

Licensing of Sporting Weapons

The following is a list of licences available and issued by your local police district. All firearms certificates are issued for a maximum of one year and must be renewed on the 31 July of each year. 

Unlimited Licence

An unlimited firearms certificate is only granted for the use of shotguns in the shooting of game (specified birds and animals) during the open season. 

If you are not a land-holder, you must obtain shooting rights and permission from two or three land-holders in advance of your application and bring evidence of this to your local Garda station. It is important to note that the land-holder may not hold shooting rights to his or her own lands. You will be required to fill out an application form in the presence of the Garda on duty. The Gardai will forward your application to the Superintendent of your police district and include recommendations on your application. The Superintendent of your police district will grant or refuse your application. 

Limited Licence

This is a firearms certificate for a shotgun, which is only granted to land-holders or persons nominated by land-holders to protect crops from vermin. Vermin include rodents, crows and unprotected species of wildlife. Limited firearms certificates do not cover the shooting of any type of game. 

If you are not a land-holder, you must obtain shooting rights from two or three land-holders in advance of your application and bring evidence of this to your local Garda Station. You will also be required to complete an application form in the presence of the Garda who will then forward your application to the Superintendent of your police district and include recommendations on your application. The Superintendent of your police district will grant or refuse your application. 

Rifles

Firearms certificates for rifles are granted by the Superintendent of your local Garda (Police) district. These are extremely dangerous weapons and before any application is processed, the Gardai must be satisfied that the lands where this weapon will be used are suitable for discharge of ammunition. If you are not a land-holder, you must obtain shooting rights from three land-holders in advance of your application and bring evidence of this to your local Garda Station. You must also complete an application for a firearms certificate in the presence of the Garda on duty who will forward your application to the Superintendent of your police district and include recommendations on your application. The Superintendent of your police district will grant or refuse your application. 

Before you make your application for a firearms certificate for a rifle in excess of .22 calibre, you must obtain a permit from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Parks and Wildlife) to support your application to shoot game in the open season. If you are a land-holder, you must supply land folio numbers of lands where this weapon is to be discharged. 

If you are not a land-holder, you must obtain shooting rights from three land-holders in advance of your application and also supply land folio numbers of lands where the weapon is to be discharged. You must bring evidence of this to your local Garda Station. You will be required to fill out an application form in the presence of the Garda on duty who will forward your application to the Superintendent and include recommendations on your application. The Superintendent will grant or refuse your application. 

Air Rifles

Firearms certificates for air rifles are granted by the Superintendent of your local police district. These weapons are dangerous and can only be used for target practice purposes; they can never be used to shoot small animals, birds or protected species of wildlife. You will be required to complete an application form in the presence of the Garda on duty who will forward your application to the Superintendent and make recommendations on your application. The Superintendent will grant or refuse your application.

Starting pistols

Applications for a firearms certificate for a starting pistol, (used to signal the start of an athletic event) can be obtained from the Superintendent of your police district through your local Garda Station. You will be required to complete an application form in the presence of the Garda on duty who will forward your application to the Superintendent and make recommendations on your application. The Superintendent will grant or refuse your application. Starting pistols do not carry ammunition and there is no charge for this licence. 

Funfairs and Amusement Arcades

If you are a licensed trader and are the proprietor of a target-practice stand at a funfair or amusement arcade, you may apply to your local Garda station for a firearms certificate for a starting pistol/rifle. You will be required to complete an application form in the presence of the Garda on duty who will forward your application to the Superintendent of your police district and make recommendations on your application. The Superintendent will grant or refuse your application. This firearms certificate is issued for a limited time only and can only be used for the purposes of target practice. 

Crossbows

Applications for a firearms certificate for a crossbow (used in archery) can be obtained from the Superintendent of your police district through your local Garda Station. You will be required to complete an application form in the presence of the Garda on duty who will forward your application to the Superintendent and make recommendations on your application. The Superintendent will grant or refuse your application. 

Rates

· Unlimited firearms certificates cost E25 per year. 

· Second or subsequent unlimited certificates cost E6 per year. 

· Limited firearm certificates cost E6 per year. Only one limited certificate may be held per holding. 

· Certificates for rifles including air rifles cost E38 per year. 

· Certificates for starting pistols are free. 

How to apply

Applications in respect of firearms certificates for sporting weapons are made at your local Garda station. 

Information on permits for the shooting of game in Ireland is available by contacting the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Wildlife and Parks). 

Information regarding land folio numbers are available from the Land Registry Office. 

Where to apply

Apply at your local Garda station. 

For information on permits for the shooting of game, contact: 

Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (National Wildlife and Parks), 
Ely Place, 
Dublin 2. 
Telephone: + 353 1 6472409 
Fax: + 353 1 6620283 
Email: press-office@environ.ie 
For information on land folio numbers, contact: 

Land Registry Office, 
Chancery Street, 
Dublin 7. 
Telephone: + 353 1 6707500 or + 353 51 303000 
Lo-call: 1890 333 001 
Lo-call: 1890 333 002 
Email: webmaster@landregistry.ie 


Persons resident in Ireland seeking to import a firearm

Every person wishing to hold or use a firearm in Ireland must obtain a firearms certificate from the Police Superintendent of the District in which the person resides.  Consequently, before bringing a firearm into the country the individual should obtain the necessary certificate by contacting the relevant Station of An Garda Síochána.

Should an individual wish to import a Category B Firearm under EC Directive 91/477/EEC, they will also be required to obtain an Article 7 Authority document from An Garda Síochána.

The following is a list of category B Firearms:

· Semi-automatic or repeating short firearms. 

· Single-shot short firearms with centre-fire percussion. 

· Single-shot short firearms with rimfire percussion whose overall length is less than 28 cm. 

· Semi-automatic long firearms whose magazine and chamber can together hold more than three rounds. 

· Semi-automatic long firearms whose magazine and chamber cannot together hold more than three rounds, where the loading device is removable or where it is not certain that the weapon cannot be converted, with ordinary tools, into a weapon whose magazine and chamber can together hold more than three rounds. 

· Repeating and semi-automatic long firearms with smooth-bore barrels not exceeding 60 cm in length. 

· Semi-automatic firearms for civilian use which resemble weapons with automatic mechanisms. 

Upon receipt of the Firearms Certificate, the individual if importing the Firearm from an EU member state must obtain an EU transfer document from the Firearms & Explosives Section of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform. This can be done by submitting a completed application form from the Department website along with a copy of the certificate to the Firearms & Explosives Unit. 

If the individual is importing the firearm from outside the European Union, the valid firearms certificate alone will suffice to import and no further documentation will be required from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform."

Antiques 

If the person wishes to import antique firearms the importation licence is issued subject to the condition that the weapons are submitted to the Ballistics Unit of the Garda Síochána (Police) for examination.  Antique weapons are those manufactured pre 1845 which have an ignition system that does not utilise cased ammunition. 

Export Licences 

Export Licences are granted by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform to allow for the export to the E.U. of firearms and ammunition by:

· Registered Firearms Dealer - Firearms and ammunition 

· Individuals - Firearms only. 

Note: 

Any Registered Firearms Dealer or individual who wishes to Export a firearm to a Non-E.U. country must contact the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. (Telephone: + 353 1 6312534) 

Before applying for the Export Licence, the applicant must acquire an Export/Removal Order from their local Superintendent. 

Enquiries and requests for application forms should be addressed as follows:

(i) Import and Export Licences 

Firearms and Explosives Unit 
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform 
94, St. Stephen’s Green 
Dublin 2
Telephone:  + 353 1 602 8202 
Fax:  + 353 1 602  8374

mail  firearms_inbox@justice.ie

Registered Firearms Dealers 

Section 9 of the Firearms Act, 1925 and Section 6 of the Firearms Act, 1971 refer. 

Any person shall not trade in firearms or ammunition unless he/she is registered in the Register of Firearms Dealers maintained by the Minister - Section 10 of the Firearms Act, 1925. 

Applications for registration as firearms dealers (firearms and ammunition or ammunition only) must be made on the prescribed form (Form VII) and lodged with the local Sergeant of the Garda Síochána for the sub-district in which the applicant resides - Section 12 of the Firearms Regulations, 1976 S.I. No. 239 of 1976. 


Non - Residents Bringing Firearms into Ireland

General Comments Re: Visitors 

1. Persons not normally resident in the State who wish to import firearms for holidays / sporting purposes including clay pigeon and target shooting must be in possession of an Irish firearm certificate in respect of the firearm in question.   

2. In addition visitors covered by Community Law must be in possession of a valid European Firearms Pass. 

3. Stun guns are totally prohibited in Ireland.  Firearms certificates are not granted for these weapons. 

4. Crossbows and air rifles are classified as firearms in Ireland, consequently, these weapons cannot be brought in to the State without an Irish firearm certificate. 

5. ersons wishing to apply must complete an application form which is available from the local Superintendent of the district in which they intend to shoot in first or it is also available on the internet at www.garda.ie 

6. Applications must be made to the Superintendent of the area in which they intend shooting in first and must be accompanied by the following: 

1. Appropriate Fee. (Rifle E38, 1st shotgun/Crossbow E25, 2nd or subsequent shotgun / Crossbow E6) 

2. Residents of E.C. Member States must include an original European Firearms Pass (E.F.P.) (copies will not be accepted). 

3. In any other case, any other permit, licence, authorisation or other document duly issued by an appropriate authority or body outside the State which the issuing person considers acceptable. 

4. If Deer Hunting, you will also require a Deer Hunting Licence from Duchás, National Parks and Wildlife, Department of Environment and Local Government, 7 Ely Place, Dublin 2, Ireland. www.environ.ie

European Firearms Passes 

European Firearms Passes are obtained by individuals from the Member State in which they are normally resident in (A person normally resident in Ireland would obtain a European Firearms Pass from the Superintendent of the district in which their firearm certificate has been granted from). 

Non-EU nationals should include with the application a current firearm certificate or current hunting certificate issued by an appropriate authority or body outside the State which the issuing person considers acceptable. 
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